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A year ago, when | joined the Centennial Institute at Colorado Christian University, | was
honored to be following in the footsteps of Institute co-founder, the Honorable John
Andrews. He left us with a fantastic template and model to build upon, and this past year
has been remarkable. The next President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, spoke
at the 7th Annual Western Conservative Summit. We had our largest turnout ever and
the Summit was covered by all major national media outlets. We increased the number
of activities on campus and in our communities, became a national voice in the media on
important conservative issues, and grew the Centennial Institute to be one of the most
influential think tanks in the nation. The best part — we're just getting started!

We are raising up a generation of young conservative leaders that will shape this nation for
decades. Through our 1776 Scholars program, we are mentoring young men and women to
become national conservative leaders. Colorado Christian University hosted its third annual
Young Conservatives Leadership Conference led by Hugh Hewitt, where two hundred
young people from across the country spent a week learning about the conservative
worldview from top experts.

The Centennial Institute exists to impact our culture in ways that strengthen traditional
family values; honor the sanctity of life and protect our most vulnerable citizens; exercise
compassion for the poor; limit government; encourage personal freedom and free markets;
and promote the Bible, natural law, and the original intent of the Constitution and Western
civilization. Supporters like you allow us to proactively respond to critical public policy
concerns and impact our culture.

We hope you enjoy reflecting on the 2016 Year in Review, and we welcome your support
and involvement in the year ahead.

God bless you,

Jeff Hunt
Vice President of Public Policy
Director, Centennial Institute
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Speaker Timeline

October ‘15

CCU Distinguished Speaker
Series with Dr. Ben Carson

— author, neurosurgeon, and
presidential candidate

QoM
e

November ‘15

Issue Monday: 2016 Campaign
Preview with Hugh Hewitt —
Salem radio host and CCU
visiting professor
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December ‘15

CCU Distinguished Speaker
Series with Dick Cheney - 4
Vice President of the Unite
States, eminent states

and patriot
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October ‘16

Issue Monday: Future of
Conservatism with Francis
Beckwith — newest visiting
scholar in Conservative Thought
and Policy at the University of
Colorado at Boulder

i

a miner, master
al data, campaign
ant and strategist; and 1
ce McGuire, professor November 16
e University of Colorado Issue Monday: The Trump-
at Boulder, teaching American Clinton Election and Bill
government and political theory ~ Armstrong Legacy with John
Andrews — founding director of
the Centennial Institute
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1776 Scholar Spotlight

ELLEN DENSMORE ‘18

DENVER, COLORADO

MAJOR: BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

In 2010, my dad brought my brother and me to one of
the Centennial Institute’s Issue Monday events at CCU
— the first of many that | would attend. The speaker
that night was Ralph Reed of the Faith and Freedom
Coalition, speaking masterfully on the relationship

between Christianity, politics, and the First Amendment;
he emphasized the critical role that Christians must play
in the political sphere if we want to keep the Liberty we
enjoy in this republic.

| was just starting 8th grade, and | now know that Ralph
Reed’s talk was a catalyst that helped set my trajectory
towards Colorado Christian University. It epitomized
the values of faith, family, and freedom embraced by
CCU and the Centennial Institute, and captured my
heart. | continued to attend Issue Mondays, Western
Conservative Summits, and other events throughout high
school, and was consistently inspired to strengthen my f
own ability to communicate on behalf of this country’s
heritage and advocate for the values embodied in our
founding documents.

The Centennial Institute has since become a core
component of my identity as a CCU student; as an intern,
I've been given opportunities to meet political and faith
leaders, contribute to the ‘76 blog, conduct research,
introduce speakers, and even speak on the main stage
at the 2016 Western Conservative Summit. Most
importantly, it has helped solidify my understanding of
American heritage and my place in it as a Christian;7ano
has equipped me to communicate with my generation.
about the tough issues of today. * B
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Scholar in the World

JONATHAN FINER ‘13
EDINA, MINNESOTA
MAJOR: POLITICAL SCIENCE

It is one thing to have a zeal for politics; it is another
entirely to focus that energy to influence society.
Centennial Institute invests in students who are eager

to take part in the political process, and it helps them
channel their passion for politics. Speaking from
personal experience, Centennial Institute afforded me
opportunities to develop relationships with influential
elected officials and intellectuals, and taught me a better
understanding of the political process.

Staying in touch with professors and staff allows me to
observe and appreciate the positive changes taking place
each day, month, and year. Remaining involved with the
ever-popular Western Conservative Summit has allowed

me to meet the impressive speakers the Summit brings
in, as well as work behind the scenes. The hard work of
the previous year culminates in a weekend of celebration,
education, and intellectual challenge. To me, this is the
T mark of an effective organization. It focuses on results
instead of settling on prospective ideals. Look no further
than the 1776 Scholars alumni and the positions they
hold in academic, private, and governmental settings,
and you will see the tangible results of Centennial
Institute’s vision of creating positive change in society.

Do not be afraid to take advantage of every opportunity
you can, taking your own Indiana Jones leap of faith
with your future. The relationships you build at CCU

are exceptionally rare — nowhere else will you get the

chance to set yourself up for success than the four years
you are afforded at CCU, the entrance to the Rocky
Mountains. *

Staff Assistant
United States Senate
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